
Torrevieja is a city on the southern coast
of the province of Alicante, in the Vega
Baja region; it has a registered population
of 88,388 inhabitants, with around
130,000 winter residents and 650,000 in
the summer. In the 1960s this old fishing
town had just over 9,500 inhabitants.
Torrevieja's population has increased by
314% in 20 years and is now one of the
most important cities in the Community
of Valencia; the population in the census
has grown by 50% just in the years 2000
and 2002. It is the fastest-growing city
in terms of its population over the last
20 years in the whole Community of
Valencia

It is the epicentre of an economic sub-
area which includes the municipalities
of Benijófar, Guardamar, Los Montesinos,
Pilar de la Horadada, Rojales and San
Miguel de Salinas. 93% of Torrevieja's
entrepreneurial base belongs to the
service sector.

It is 41 kilometres from Alicante to the
north, 23 from Elche in the north-oest
and 53 from Murcia in the south.
Torrevieja has a protected Natural Park
with two salt lakes and 20 kilometres
of coast with six long beaches – La Mata,
Cabo Cervera, Los Locos, El Cura, Los
Náufragos and Ferris – and some twenty
coves with a large quantity of cliffs.
Torrevieja has lost 20% of its wooded
area in ten years to the pressures of
speculation and urban development.
It enjoys a continental, temperate
climate, with temperate winters and
gentle summers, temperatures between
18 and 25 for most of the year.

Torrevieja has more than 100,000
residencies which are second homes.
The hotel capacity is 2,713 beds. The
average rate of annual occupation is 75%.
It receives more than two million visitors
a year.

It is currently a metropolis with 100 urban
developments and streets which have
a multicultural, multiracial character
that is difficult to define. More than
60 languages from all over the world
are spoken in Torrevieja and you can
find people from 144 nationalities.

In the last five years a hundred murders
have been perpetrated, with 49 violent
deaths in two years. A Torreviejan is
twenty times more likely to die violently
than an inhabitant of Madrid. In 2000,
there were 22 murders in a population
of 51,000 inhabitants. The yearly balance-
sheet of crime increases 30% annually.
There is a murder every 15 or 20 days.
In Madrid there is annually a murder for
every 44,117 inhabitants; in Torrevieja
there is one for every 2,312 registered
inhabitants. You are twenty times more
likely to meet a violent death in this
locality near Alicante. Fifty or so organised
criminal gangs operate in the Torrevieja
area, including mafias into drugs, arms
trafficking, prostitution networks,
organisations for money-laundering and
a Russian mafia well-established in social
terms. The speculation requirements
of these mafias and their urgent need
to launder money have transformed
Torrevieja into a cheap housing paradise.
For this reason it attracted tens of
thousands of working-class people who
could acquire houses very, very cheaply.

The constant burgling of houses on
these developments has forced some
neighbours to create neighbourhood
patrols like Home Watch, a network of
old people who keep watch from home
in contact with the local police and who
pass on information about any suspicious
activity on the estate. A hierarchical
group which filters information through
several area coordinators and a general
one which distributes the observation
work per hour among the least busy
members of the community.
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